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Remote education provision: information for parents 

This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or carers 

about what to expect from remote education where national or local restrictions require entire 

cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at home.  

For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, please see the final 

section of this page. 

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home 

A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our standard 

approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote teaching. 

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first day or two of 
pupils being sent home? 

 

Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught broadly the same 
curriculum as they would if they were in school? 

 

When children are learning remotely at home, they will have access to the same curriculum 

as their classmates who are attending school. 

The week’s lessons will be uploaded to Google Classrooms to be accessed daily. 

Parents who have difficult accessing remote learning using a device will be provided with 

paper copies or work packs. 

Children who are having to learn from home, will follow the same programme of learning as 

those in school. This will ensure that there is consistency in their learning so that when they 

return to school, they will be able to access the curriculum at the same point as their 

classmates.  

However, there may be some adaptations that need to be made due to a particular subject 

or the style of learning or resources that are required, for example the teaching of PE or 

science which may need additional resources not readily available at home. 
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Remote teaching and study time each day 

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day? 

We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will take 

pupils broadly the following number of hours each day: 

Key Stage 1 3 hours a day (with less for younger 
children). 

Key Stage 2 4 hours a day. 

Accessing remote education 

How will my child access any online remote education you are providing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online remote education will be accessed using the digital platform, Google Classroom to 

support effective communication and accessibility for all pupils, including those with SEND. 

Remote learning will include recorded lessons, direct teaching time from other educational 

providers. 

The school is using systems to support effective communication and accessibility for all 

pupils, including Parent Mail, Zoom meetings and school and teacher e-mail. 

Teachers will post lessons on a daily basis, some of which will be “turned in” in a digital form 

so that it can be marked and assessed by teachers. Other work could be completed in work 

books provided or on paper. Work of a more practical nature could be uploaded in the form 

of a photograph. 

Children also have the opportunity to share and submit work, via class Twitter accounts. 
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If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you support them to access 

remote education? 

We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take the 

following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have selected an online platform that is accessible on a variety of devices, including 

tablets and smart phones. 

A Parent Mail questionnaire identified the families who had no or limited access to a device. 

If a child does not have access to a computer / laptop and / or the internet, the school will do 

all it can to support children and will provide paper packs of learning. Where funding can be 

accessed, remote devices (e.g. laptops) and/or 4G connections will be sought, particularly for 

disadvantaged children. Parents will be reminded to make the school aware of any barriers 

to accessing remote learning. 

As a school we have provided laptop computers to those families who were having difficulty 

accessing the remote learning platform The school was able to secure seventeen 

Chromebooks through the government’s scheme to enable pupil premium children loan a 

device. Also, other families struggling, were able to request a reconditioned school laptop. 

The school made parents aware of the government initiative to provide parents with 

additional data to support internet connection. The School Business Manager was available 

to support families through the application process.  

IT support was available from school to support the introduction of Google Classroom and 

subsequent technical difficulties. 

Parents were invited to submit an application, detailing their circumstances when requesting 

a device to be loaned from school. Priority was given to the most needed. 

If online access is difficult or unavailable, the school provides paper copies of the online work 

which can be collected each week. For assessment and marking purposes, this work is 

submitted when subsequent packs are picked up. 
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How will my child be taught remotely? 

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely: 

 

In this section, please list the range of approaches you use to teach pupils remotely.  

As part of this list, schools may wish to indicate the extent to which they are used, and 

subjects and key stages these approaches are used in, if there are differences.  

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach the children remotely, 

Teachers plan and set English, maths and thematic lessons for each day. 

 Use of Google Classroom to set challenging and interactive lessons. 

 live teaching (online lessons) 

 Google Meet sessions to promote personal and social development and wellbeing. 

 recorded teaching (e.g. Oak National Academy lessons, video/audio recordings made 
by teachers) 

 printed paper packs produced by teachers (e.g. workbooks, worksheets) 

 promotion of reading materials at home and online, including Oxford Owls, Epic, 
Phonic Bloom, Read Theory. 

 commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects or areas, 
including video clips or sequences e.g. White Rose Maths, Pobble 365, Times Table 
Rock Stars, BBC Bitewise, Letters and Sounds, Spellingframe. 

 long-term project work and/or internet research activities. 
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Engagement and feedback 

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that we as parents and 
carers should provide at home? 

 

Staff can aspect pupils learning remotely to: 

 Complete work to the deadline set by teachers 

 Seek help if they need it from teachers via Google Classrooms ‘Comment facility’ 

and through Google Meet surgeries (assigned times in which pupils can have 

access to support and feedback from class teachers). 

 Alert teachers if they are unable to complete work. 

 Continue to follow the “Westwood Way” of learning. 

 Adhere to Google Meet etiquette (see poster) 

Staff can expect parents with children learning remotely to: 

 Make the school aware if their child is sick or otherwise and cannot complete work, 
via e-mail. 

 Provide a quiet and safe working area, with access to the resources required to 
complete home learning tasks. 

 Support their child with some aspects of their remote learning, e.g. Explaining tasks 
and giving instructions. 

 Support their child in submitting work in order to meet deadlines. 

 Seek help from school if they need. 

 Be respectful when making any complaints or concerns known to staff. 
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How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will I be informed if 
there are concerns? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 How, and how often, you will check pupils’ engagement with remote education 

School will monitor engagement through: 

 Submission of work 

 Attendance during Google Meets and “live teaching sessions” 

 Through parents sharing concerns 

 Through Google Classroom comment facility. 

 Targeted Google Meet surgeries, where teachers can question the depth of 
children’s engagement and enjoyment of lessons. 

 

Where the school has concerns about the lack of engagement, class teachers will: 

 Class teacher will make contact with the child and offer additional support. 

 Contact parents via e-mail or telephone. 

 Once a concern has been shared, school will offer support to parents to overcome 
any difficulties. 

 Use of CPOMs will alert SLT to a continued lack of engagement. SLT will seek further 
involvement and may involve other agencies. 



7                                                        
WESTWOOD PRIMARY SCHOOL JANUARY 2021 

 
How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 

Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for 

individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked automatically via 

digital platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst many others. Our approach to 

feeding back on pupil work is as follows: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The school has a plan to gauge how well all pupils are progressing through the 

curriculum using questions and other suitable tasks. 

 The school provides feedback at least weekly, using digitally-facilitated or whole class 

feedback where appropriate. 

 In Key Stage Two, some lessons include exit quizzes to assess recall of knowledge. 

 In some subjects, children will be provided with the answers to tasks via Google 

Classroom to self-assess their own learning each day, e.g. White Rose Maths. 

 During Google Meets or live input, children are able to request support via the chat 

function or hand up, in which case feedback will current to their need. 

 Teachers will adjust the pace or difficulty of what is being taught in response to 

questions and assessments, including, where necessary, revising material or 

simplifying explanations to ensure pupils’ understanding. 
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Additional support for pupils with particular needs 

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support from adults at 
home to access remote education? 

We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs and 

disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from adults at 

home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with parents 

and carers to support those pupils in the following ways: 

 

 
 
 
 

 Children with high needs, including disadvantaged pupils, SEND and vulnerable pupils 
are identified through school policies and assessment procedures.  

 If children’s identified needs cannot be met at home, they will be provided with the 
option of a place at school. 

 Parents will be supported through the provision of differentiated work to meet the 
individual needs of their child. 

 Class teachers will liaise with parents through regular contact to ensure this group of 
children are engaging with the work set. 

 School will inform parents and carers immediately where lack of engagement is a 
concern. 

 TAF meetings involving parents and other agencies (Zoom) will take place when 
required to offer further support. 

 Regular telephone calls will take place to discuss support plans. 

 Monitoring by Senco/SLT. 

 

The school has clear safeguarding protocols in place to ensure pupils are safe.The DSLs will 
be informed by staff of any potential well-being, metal health of safeguarding concerns. 
These will be recorded through the CPOM systems allowing appropriate action by DSLs. Staff 
training will be updated regularly. 

For younger pupils, where digital learning is not always appropriate, the class teacher will 
share strategies to engage children through play based activities where language and 
vocabulary skills can be acquired and developed, for example baking or outdoor play. 
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Remote education for self-isolating pupils 

Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in 

school, how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole groups. 

This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school. 

If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will their remote education 
differ from the approaches described above?  

 

Where a small number of children need to isolate and access remote education for a few 

days, there will be links on the school website to suggested online learning, such as the Oak 

National Academy and White Rose Maths. 

For any child needing to isolate for a longer period, class teachers will post work through 

Google Classroom. 

 


